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From The Chair 
The Inner London Area has successfully increased its membership for another year.

We are now approaching 4,500 members and have now become the third largest 
Rambler Areas in the country. This is a great achievement considering that nationally 
the Ramblers have only just maintained their membership levels. The growth in 
London this year has been largely down to the large increase in membership of the 
Capital Walkers, our group targeting people in their 30s and 40s.

This year we have made attempts to link up with other organisations in London, 
including Living Streets and Cotswold.  Cotswold in particular has been successful at 
London level, as we introduced partnerships between each of our groups and their 
local stores. The Capital Walkers, Met Walkers, South Bank and Hammersmith 
groups have been particularly successful at this. The partnership provides significant 
opportunities for publicising the Ramblers across London.

In relation to Living Streets, they are a campaigning organisation looking after 
pedestrians in London, and as such have many aims in common with the Ramblers. 
It therefore makes sense for the Ramblers to build links at both London Area and 
local group level with them. Phil Marson and I attended the Living Streets Supporters 
Conference in June, which helped raise our profile with them and build up contacts 
with them. We are also looking jointly to building up links between Ramblers local 
groups and Living Streets groups to identify campaigns at a local level which we can 
work on together. At London Area, we are looking at holding joint campaigns for the 
forthcoming mayoral election.

Our area continues to make a significant contribution to the Ramblers at a national 
level, with 3 out of the 13 trustees coming from our area (myself, Des Garrahan and 
Moira Fraser). In addition, Clare Wadd is a member of the agenda committee and 
the governance working group.

We still have a number of vacancies at London level, and to make the Ramblers truly 
effective in London we need to fill these. Please do think about how you can 
contribute to the Ramblers in London through leading a walk or helping run a 
committee at either group or area level.
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Finally, I would like to thank all of our members and volunteers for helping to 
contribute to the Ramblers’ success in London.

(Alex Mannings, Chair, Inner London Ramblers Area)

From The Treasurer
The Area's end of year balance remains healthy with a reserves percentage of 54%, 
in line with the Ramblers' policy to maintain main funds within a target range of 
between 40% and 100% of annual expenditure.

(Elspeth Cox, Treasurer)

From The Membership Secretary
Bucking the national trend, Area Membership grew by 3.2% to 4,470 – the 
fastest growing area in England.  

The Area became the third largest one in the Ramblers and makes up 
more than 4% of the national organisation.

(Phil Marson, Membership Secretary)
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Inner London Group reports
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● Over 260 walks this year the Metropolitan Walkers walked enough 
miles to go around the coast of Great Britain more than five times!

● Ongoing experiments with Meetup, Twitter and building a relationship 
with Cotswolds at Covent Garden have maintained and increased 
our profile and visibility

● South Bank group organised 156 walks 
during the year, with more than 30 
walkers on some

● Increased membership by 4.9% to 684 
members.

● On one of our walks this year we 
saw a marsh harrier and had two 
swims.  It was an excellent  
example of the variety and 
diversity that can be found on a 
walk.

● We had a perfect day walking in 
Surrey with the London Blind 
Ramblers, taking photos for one 
of the walkers so that she could 
show her family where she had 
walked.

● Hampstead Group put on 79 walks, led by 30 
volunteers.

● In addition to our walks in and near London, we had 
short breaks in Oxford and Dorset.

● Kensington, Chelsea and 
Westminster group's numbers for 
group walks and walkers stayed level.

● We  had a successful weekend of 
walks from Richmond, North 
Yorkshire, with two walks led by a 
Chelsea Pensioner member.

● Blackheath group continues to provide longer walks (up 
to 18 miles) and these are very popular, with over 30 
attendees on some of these long, brisk walks.

● The group offered 2 holidays in Wales, 4 days each, led 
by a member of the group.  This allowed nearly 30 
members to experience walking in Snowdonia at a very 
reasonable price.

● The Capital Walkers membership 
increased to 304 over the year, a 34% 
increase  

● In addition to our existing use of 
Facebook and Twitter we've started 
using Meet Up to bring a steady stream 
of new walkers to the group

● The London Strollers fill their walks 
programme every 3 months and lead 
easy accessible walks from 2-7 miles 
in and around London

● Our Meetup membership has 
increased greatly, with 1,704 followers 
- we just have to get these guys to 
join Ramblers too!
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