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AREA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014-15

Chair Phil Marson
Vice-Chair Dominic Pinto
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Treasurer Elspeth Cox
Publicity Officer: Clare Wadd
Membership Secretary Alex Mannings
Webmaster/IT Officer Phil Marson
Affiliated Club Representatives Norman Coles (replaced by co-

option by Marion Watkinson) & 
Anthony Atkins

From The Chair 
Well, that was quite a Ramblers’ year for Inner London.

I swapped roles with Alex Mannings at the AGM in February, resuming my place in the Chair.
He became Membership Secretary, allowing him to spend more time in his national role as 
Honorary Treasurer.  He will be missed when he leaves the Area Council at this AGM.

Inner London volunteers made a big impact at April’s General Council in Cambridge.  
Volunteers from the Capital Walkers worked with those from the local area to ensure that the
delegates had a smooth weekend.  By the end of the weekend, the Board of Trustees 
contained four Inner London area members; Des Garrahan is the national Chair, Alex 
Mannings is the national Treasurer, Moira Fraser and Teri Moore are also trustees.  Clare 
Wadd continues on the Agenda Committee and is now its Chair.

In May, Inner London Ramblers’ added their opposition to the proposed Garden Bridge, a 
proposed tourist attraction that will, if built, hugely diminish the Thames Path national trail in 
Central London.  We've supported the main campaign, led by the Thames Central Open 
Spaces group (http://www.tcos.org.uk).  This got us coverage in the Observer and visibility in
the wider campaigning community.  

The Garden Bridge campaign is an example of how we’re trying to magnify our impact by 
working with complementary organisations.  In June, Moira Fraser used our partnership with 
Cotswold Outdoor to run a very successful GPS training course.  Later in the month, Alex 
Mannings and I attended Living Streets’ supporters conference to build this relationship in 
preparation for the GLA elections in May 2016.  Check out 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/london to find out more about this campaign.

Also in June, Dominic Pinto saw the culmination of a campaign he’s been running, with Inner
London area support to ensure public access to Brydges Place in the face of attempted 
enclosure by a local property owner.  Dominic has established a great deal of expertise in 
this field.  Later in the year, he worked with Gary Gerrish of North East London group to 
oppose stopping up of routes around Limehouse Basin.

Clare Wadd and her volunteers (mostly from South Bank group, and the Metropolitan and 
Capital Walkers) put on stalls at the Lambeth Country Show and the Angel Canal Festival.  
Festival stalls are a great way to show Londoners that the Ramblers are active here, to meet
new people, and to hear directly from the public about what they think about us.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped out there.
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At this AGM, we’re saying goodbye to our Treasurer, Elspeth Cox, who’s been doing the job 
for three years.  Elspeth has done a great job ensuring that the area and our groups have 
the money we need to support our activities.

As always, the Ramblers would be unable to achieve anything without its volunteers.  Thank 
you all but, particularly, those who give up their time at Area level.  The work of the Area isn’t
always visible, but it is essential to the on-going health and vitality of the Ramblers, both in 
London and nationally.

(Phil Marson, Chair, Inner London Ramblers Area)

From The Treasurer
As you can see from the accounts, we had a surplus of £1,287 for 2014-15, and we finish 
the financial year at the top end of the recommended range for reserves, leaving the Area in 
a healthy financial position for the coming year. As usual, the main expenditure for the Area 
has been funding for the Inner London groups, along with publicity for the Ramblers’ 
activities in London. I am sorry to be standing down due to other commitments, and wish the 
Area and the new Treasurer every continuing success. 

(Elspeth Cox, Treasurer)

From the Publicity Officer
In my first year as Publicity Officer, I have focussed my energies on increasing Inner 
London's presence in South East Walker and on promoting what we do via our website and 
social media, especially twitter.

During the summer I also organised Inner London Ramblers stalls at Lambeth Country Show
and Angel Canal Festival and, supported by many other volunteers, engaged with many 
members of the public to enthuse them about Ramblers and walking in and around London. 
We collected around 80 email addresses and followed up with those interested people 
afterwards to encourage them to join us for a walk.  The two shows also gave us the 
opportunity to promote what we do via social media more widely.

(Clare Wadd, Publicity Officer)

From The Membership Secretary
The area grew slightly over the year.  Particular growth this year was in the Capital and 
Metropolitan walkers.  It was interesting to note that members who chose not to be in a 
group grew particularly well with area membership rising by some 14%.  There were 
disappointing results in other groups, with Blackheath in particular declining.

(Alex Mannings, Membership Secretary)
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Kensington, Chelsea & Westminster
Healthy increase in numbers on walks, both KC&W 
members and from other groups aided by new Walkfinder 
Need new leaders to come forward to replace retirees to 
continue providing a walks programme of the same size

London Strollers
More than 90 walks organised and were well 
attended by both group members and members 
of other groups
Group finances remain healthy and no claim 
was made for grant support

Hampstead
Put on 90 walks - well up on the previous year's 79
Ran three holidays -  four nights over New Year at YHA 
Bristol, three nights in March on Dartmoor, and five nights in 
July when 36 explored the Gower Peninsula

North East London
Continued to deliver a programme of weekly walks 
throughout the year
Note, with satisfaction, that our membership has 
increased by 2.3%

Blackheath
A dozen members enjoyed two successful four day 
trips  outside London in Betws-y-coed (North Wales), 
in the Spring and Settle (Yorkshire Dales), in the 
Autumn.
Upgraded our e-presence by moving on to Facebook 
and offering an electronic programme to all members 
& associates

South Bank
Enjoyed 164 walks over the year, including one that was 
promoted in Walk magazine and had 110 walkers on it
Established a relationship with a group in East Sussex that 
maintains and builds stiles and other path furniture

Capital Walkers
Group membership grew 14% over the year to 347
In addition to the trustees and area representatives, six 
members of the group volunteered at General Council, 
staffing the microphones & timers and counting the votes. 
Great job!

Hammersmith, Fulham & Wandsworth
Continued our  'City Visits' walks – a morning walk of a few 
miles, a sightseeing tour of the city and then dinner with a trip 
to Norwich in March.
Went night walking on Richmond Park and was interested in 
how eyes and ears become accustomed to the dark

Metropolitan Walkers
Another successful year with a consistently strong 
programme and good membership figures, ending with 
six consecutive months of growth
We continue to try and increase our public profile, and 
this year we have been mentioned in a few media 
publications certain to have assisted with this
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