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LONDON LOOP

Section 8 of 24
Ewell to Kingston Bridge

Section start: Bourne Hall Park, Ewell

Nearest station to start: Ewell West (rail)

Section finish: Kingston Bridge

Nearest station to finish: Kingston (rail)

Section distance: 7.3 miles plus 0.7 miles of station links

Total = 8.0 miles (12.9 km)

Introduction
The waters and woods of this section have something for everyone. Walkers 

can enjoy scenery that inspired Pre-Raphaelite painters, overhanging willows 

and the gentle curves of the river.

This is an easy walk on mostly level ground generally following the valley of the 

Hogsmill River. It is not possible to walk close to the river all the way so the 

route has to move away from the stream in two places: one in Old Malden and 

the other between Berrylands and Kingston. 

The paths alongside the Hogsmill can be very muddy. The section from 

Berrylands station to Kingston is suitable for the less mobile and pushchairs.

There are cafés and pubs at both ends of the route, but no public toilets.

You can shorten the walk by catching a bus to stations from the Kingston Road, 

from Malden Way by the Kingston Bypass (A3) or from Surbiton Hill Park. 

Alternatively take a train from Malden Manor or Berrylands stations.

Updated by the Ramblers for Transport for London

In this format: text © Ramblers 2022, maps © OpenStreetMap contributors

Downloaded from: http://innerlondonramblers.org.uk/  loop  

Revised: May 2022



London Loop section 8 page 2

Overview map of section 8 
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Points of interest in the walk guidance
Upper Mill (page 4)

In the early Middle Ages the Hogsmill was a powerful stream that turned several 

mills. By 1408 there were only two, the Upper and Lower Mills. Both were used 

as corn mills, however, for several years, the Lower Mill was also used as a 

paper mill. Fire destroyed the Lower Mill in 1938. The Upper Mill continued 

production until 1953. 

Hogsmill River (page 4)

The Hogsmill River starts at a spring just outside Bourne Hall Park in Ewell. It is 

a chalk stream that flows for 6 miles to the River Thames.

Church of St. John the Baptist (page 6)

St. John the Baptist Church in Old Maldon has a patchwork fabric: medieval flint 

on the chancel and 17th century brick for the tower and nave. The church goes 

back to Saxon times and the 'newest' part - another nave and chancel was 

added in 1875.

Sir John Millais' painting of Ophelia (page 7)

One of the most famous of Victorian paintings is Ophelia by Sir John Everett 

Millais to illustrate a scene from Hamlet. The banks of the Hogsmill were his 

background. He camped by the river for five months to depict the scene,  

working 11 hours each day. He was 22 at the time. The painting is now in Tate 

Britain. 

Clattern Bridge  (page 10)

The medieval Clattern Bridge is the oldest bridge in Surrey still in use. It may 

have got its name from the sound horses hooves made while crossing it

Coronation Stone (page 10)

The stone is a Sarsen stone block - the same stone used for building 

Stonehenge. According to local tradition, the stone was used during the 

coronation of seven Saxon Kings from 900 – 979 CE. The stone now stands on 

a large, modern granite base. Running round the base are the names of the 

seven kings believed to have been crowned when sitting on the stone.

River Thames (page 10)

The author Jerome K Jerome, in 'Three Men in a Boat', says that Caesar 

crossed the Thames at Kingston, adding, ''Caesar, like, in later years, Elizabeth, 

seems to have stopped everywhere: only he was more respectable than good 

Queen Bess; he didn't put up at the public-houses”.
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Walking directions
To reach the Loop from Ewell West station (platform 2 side) follow the station 

approach road ahead and turn left along Chessington Road. Where the road 

curves round to the left, cross the road at the lights and go through the arch in 

the brick wall. Turn left and follow the path to the pond and then turn left again 

towards Kingston at a large Loop signpost.

On leaving Bourne Hall Park, cross the road (Chessington Road) and turn right. 

Walk past a pond, then, before reaching the traffic lights at the Kingston Road, 

turn left off the road, along a metalled path. Keep following the path straight 

ahead. 

You come to a building with white cladding on the left. An information board to 

the right of the path tells you that this is Upper Mill. Turn left just past the 

building. Then just after crossing the Hogsmill River, turn right at a Loop 

waymark and keep going with the river now on your right. 
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At the next fork, go straight on and over the humpback bridge; then across a 

newer concrete bridge beside the remains of a sleeper bridge and carry on 

along the path. 

At site of the Lower Mill, the path comes out onto a boardwalk above the river, 

and through a tunnel under the railway. After the tunnel, turn right and re-cross 

the river. Immediately after that, turn left off the metalled path to keep following 

the river on a path over grass passing a waymark. After about 150 yards the 

Hogsmill is joined by the Green Lanes stream, so follow the combined rivers.

Ignore the stepping stones across the river and continue alongside the river on 

the narrow path straight ahead. Just before the fence round the water treatment 

works, follow the path round to the left. 

About 150 yards beyond the treatment works, turn left to cross a bridge over 

the river. Then turn right to follow the path with the river now on your right.

Cross the river at the next bridge by the playground and continue along the 

other side. After a while, the route merges for a short distance with a crossing 

path. Carry straight on, forking left almost at once, still along the river to reach 

Ruxley Lane.

Cross Ruxley Lane at the lights and go down the metalled path the other side. 

Keep along the path by the river passing through a gap in a barrier.

Keep going, past a bridge and some houses the other side of the river and after 

a while another playground. Ignore the next bridge and keep going straight 

ahead with the river on your left. Eventually the route reaches a red brick bridge 

and comes out onto a major road (Kingston Road) which crosses the river here. 

Break point

Just up the road to the right is a bus stop, from which buses can take you back 

to Bourne Hall Park (route 406) on the far side of the road or to Kingston and 

Tolworth stations, or close to Surbiton railway station (routes 406 or 418) on this 

side of the road.

To carry on, turn right on Kingston Road to cross the road at the lights, then 

walk back the other side. 
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Cross the end of Worcester 

Park Road and continue for a 

short distance along Kingston 

Road. Cross the river and 

turn immediately right as 

waymarked. Walk down the 

path ahead with the river on 

the right passing a go-kart 

track and a playing field on 

your left. The path comes out 

onto a metalled track where 

you turn right to cross the 

Hogsmill over a small bridge. 

You are unable to carry on 

along the riverside path at this 

point as it is blocked further 

along. Also there is no 

pavement or path along Old 

Malden Lane which you soon 

reach. The lane is narrow and 

dangerous for pedestrians. 

So you should cross the lane 

at this point and walk along 

Cromwell Road ahead 

passing the Hogsmill pub. 

Turn left at Grafton Road continuing on for a 

short distance when it become the Avenue. Next curve left down Royal Avenue. 

The road narrows to a tarmac path and then becomes a gravel road.

After a short length of tarred road, at the junction with Barrow Hill and 

Highdown, keep ahead through a barrier to follow the unsurfaced path ahead.

At the end of the path, cross the road and turn right (unless taking the 

alternative route described on page 7). After about 50 yards turn left towards 

the church of St. John the Baptist, Old Malden.

Walk past the church and through a gate to follow the track beyond it. Turn left 

on reaching a wooden fence to continue downhill to the river. Do not cross the 

metal bridge, but keep going on the right hand side of the river.
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Alternative route

To see more of the river and the setting for Sir John Millais' painting of 

Ophelia, turn left when you reach Church Road. After 90 yards turn right 

through a gap in the wooden fence and walk steeply down the path which 

gradually curves to the right. At the bottom turn sharp right to follow the river on 

your left. After a few yards turn left to cross a bridge and then right to follow the 

river, now on your the right. You are now in a clearing and just before entering 

woods on the far side you see an information panel about the painting. 

Continue into the woods and turn right over a bridge. Once over the bridge, turn 

left to rejoin the main route.

Follow the track by the river under the railway bridge, and about 100 yards 

beyond the bridge, cross a tarmac path and cycle track.

Break point

Reach Malden Manor station by turning right along the cycle path to join a 

street (Sheephouse Way), Turn right at the roundabout to arrive at the station 

on the left of Manor Drive North.

To carry on, go straight ahead, taking the left-hand fork close to the river. After a 

while there is an open grass area - the Hogsmill Open Space. Keep following 

the path to the right of the river.

The route arrives at the Malden Way beside the busy A3 Kingston by-pass. 

Turn left and walk up to the subway. 

Break point

Bus route 265 to Tolworth station (this side of the road) or to Putney (other side) 

can be caught from the bus stops here. 

Take the subway under the A3 and on the far side of the road head back to the 

river. Cross Elmbridge Avenue and then turn left at a Loop signpost through the 

gate in the fence just after the apartments on the left. 

Continue with the river on the right for half a mile (passing the start of a 

possible detour described on page 8) until you come  to a bridge to your right 

with two parallel spans over the river. Here, turn left onto a surfaced path, then 

at the roundabout ahead, go slightly right up Surbiton Hill Park.

Break point

You can catch bus K2 to Surbiton, Hook or Kingston from the bus stops in 
Surbiton Hill Park.
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Suggested detour

About 80 yards before reaching the bridge with two spans on the right, you 

come to a bridge over a tributary feeding into the Hogsmill from your left. 

Immediately before crossing turn left into Berrylands Nature Reserve (see 

map). This delightful oasis is the work of local conservation volunteers who 

have removed invasive species and promoted native wildlife with impressively 

attractive results

Continue along Surbiton Hill Park to the roundabout. Turn right at the 

roundabout, passing The Berrylands pub, and head down Chiltern Drive. At the 

bottom of the hill is Berrylands station.

Go under the railway bridge and straight on, down the metalled track (Lower 

Marsh Lane). There is a large water treatment works on the right followed by a 

cemetery on the left.

At the end of Lower Marsh Lane, turn right along Villiers Road keeping The 

Duke of Buckingham pub on the left.
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Walk past the recreation ground on the right and cross over the river. Cross the 

road by the school and continue on the far side of the road, turning left down 

the next metalled path (Swan Walk).

At the end of the alley, at the bridge, turn left, then right onto the Three Bridges 

Path now keeping the river on the right. Pass the Stanley Picker Gallery on the 

left to cross the next bridge and turn right. The path comes out onto Springfield 

Road. Cross this road, turn left then go right up Denmark Road. After 100 yards 

take a right at a Loop signpost, back to the riverbank.

Keep following the path alongside the river. Ignore any misaligned Loop signs 

at a crossing path to keep by the river. 

At Penrhyn Road, cross over at the pelican crossing and turn right. Follow the 

road round to the left to take the crossing to your right over Kingston Hall Road. 

Once across, next to the junction with St. James' Road, turn left onto the 

riverside path. 
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Keep going along the riverside to walk under the Council offices and reach the 

High Street. Go over the crossing, turn right, cross the Clattern Bridge and 

take the steps down to the left as signed. 

Suggested short detour

You can take a short detour to visit the Saxon Coronation Stone. On reaching 

the High Street, do not cross but turn right over the Clattern Bridge. Continuing 

along the High Street for a short way, then take the first right into the grounds of 

the Town Hall. Curve right after the barrier. You soon see the stone on the right 

beside the Hogsmill River.

On the main route, from the bottom of the steps by the Clattern Bridge, head 

straight on.

Step free route

Avoid the steep steps down from the bridge by continuing along the High 

Street. Fork left into Market Place. Almost immediately turn left into the passage 

through the Griffin Arcade. Walk to the end to rejoin the main route by the 

Hogsmill River.

Walk beside the Hogsmill River until you reach the River Thames and turn right 

towards Kingston Bridge. Follow the Thames to the steps and either take these, 

or the slope to the right. This section ends at the top of the steps.

Next steps
To get to Kingston station, turn right and go straight on past John Lewis and the 

Bentall Centre then turn immediately left up Fife Road which curves round to 

the right then left to the station.

Section 9 starts by crossing Kingston Bridge.
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