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Publicity 
The #1000Poster Challenge is a London-
wide physical and online publicity and 
membership campaign aiming to get 1000 
posters promoting Ramblers displayed 
across the city. Our travelcard wallets 
have useful information about Ramblers 
in London and are great to give to 
prospective members and to 
organisations we meet with. We had a 
successful stall at Lambeth Country Show, 
and thanks go to Michelle Elfs from 
Capital Walkers for all her hard work. Our 
social media and web presence goes from 
strength to strength and we contribute 
our news to South East Walker, which 
celebrated its 100th issue this year. 

Policy 
Ramblers urban policy, Paving 
The Way, issued this year, 
provides excellent context and 
support for our London 
campaigning. 

Membership 
Our membership was fairly stable over the year, and we remain the third largest area in the country, 
after Surrey and Essex, with over 4% of Ramblers’ membership. The London Strollers grew quickly, and 
both the Capital Walkers and South Bank put on membership over the year. 

MEMBERSHIP, PUBLICITY, POLICY & COMMITTEE 

2016/17 Committee  
Chair & Publicity – Clare Wadd 

Secretary – Helen Abbott 
Treasurer – Teri Moore 

Vice Chair & IT – Phil Marson 
Membership secretary – Sarah Doherty (to July)  

Phil Marson (from August) 
Representative of Individual members – Des de Moor 

Representatives of Affliliated Groups – Tony Atkins, 
Marion Watkinson 

General Council Representatives 2017 
Gemma Butchart; Phil Marson; Caroline Wall 



Love London Walk London 
We met with London’s Walking & Cycling Commissioner, the Deputy Mayor for Environment & Energy, 
the Chair of the London Assembly Environment Committee, TfL, City of London and The Royal Parks to 
press the case for investment in walking in London. We’re working with London Living Streets on the 
pedestrianisation of Oxford Street, and are supporting a bridge crossing (segregated for pedestrians) 
from Rotherhithe to Canary Wharf, the Diamond Jubilee Bridge, the Nine Elms to Pimlico Bridge, the 
Peckham Coal Line, the Camden Highline and the Greater London National Park City. Working with 
Ramblers Central Office, we’ve responded to consultations on the Mayor’s Transport and Environment 
Strategies, Oxford Street, Rotherhithe-Canary Wharf Crossing and Bank Junction. The Peckham Coal Line 
feasibility study, which we supported financially, has concluded that the route is feasible, and we were 
pleased to add our weight to Deptford Folk’s successful £2.9million TfL Liveable Neighbourhoods funding 
bid for the Deptford Park area. 

Stop the Garden Bridge 
The campaign against the 
proposed Garden Bridge, which 
would have damaged the 
Thames Path National Trail on 
both banks, ended in success 
this year. We worked within the 
Thames Central Open Spaces 
campaign, our name and 
numbers adding weight at 
meetings and in the press.  
Central Office provided support 
and advice, including messaging 
MPs on the day of the debate.   

CAMPAIGNING 



We were joined on our first Committee Members’ Summer Stroll by Chief Executive Van Griffiths (far 
right) and national Chair Des Garrahan (to her immediate left). It was the first chance for many to meet 
Van, who became Chief Executive at the end of 2016. Des thanked everybody for the work they do for 
Ramblers, and said that we could not achieve our mission without volunteers, and that to have strong 
Areas we need strong Groups.  Van said she was delighted to be invited to events like this, where we can 
celebrate our successes, and that she is determined to forge a “one team for walking” approach 
throughout Ramblers. The event had 23 attendees from almost all our groups, and was well received. 

METROPOLITAN WALKERS 
We appeared on Countryfile Diaries on Valentines Day, highlighting the potential of 
meeting people through group walks. Our trips away are increasingly popular. This year 
there were 9 different opportunities, including our New Year’s trip to Exeter, where over 
100 members hit the dancefloor to see in 2017. 

GROUPS 



WALK LEADER TRAINING 
We’ve now run 5 training 
sessions with a total of 87 
participants from 34 
Ramblers groups in 9 
Areas. Thanks go to Des de 
Moor for instigating and 
running this valuable 
training. Group 
committees can contact 
Des to find out who from 
their group has attended 
so they can follow up with 
further support. 
 

BLACKHEATH 
Many walk leaders and members attended Red Cross First Aid training. 18 members enjoyed a 
successful 4-day trip to Hope in the Peak District in the Spring. We offered a total of 90 walks during 
the year, providing a mixture of challenging and strenuous longer walks in the countryside and regular 
shorter walks in and around Greater London, and engaged with various local footpath initiatives. 



SOUTH BANK 
Our programmes 
had total of 154 
walks, including one 
for the London Blind 
Ramblers, with a 
maximum turnout of 
54, and ranging as 
far as Dover. We 
have continued to 
improve our website 
and to ensure 
transport 
information is 
accurate and up-to-
date. We have 686 
members, a slight 
increase on the 
previous year, and 
180 associates.  

LONDON STROLLERS 
We continue to offer an indispensable service to those in London who wish 
to go on shorter walks, with 116 walks last year, mostly on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Thursdays.  A total of 17 leaders made this possible and we are 
very grateful to them all.  Attendances on walks varied from 5 to 62, with 
most walks attracting around 18 - 30 walkers, many of whom were members 
of other groups. Nonetheless, we have increased our membership by over 
10% during the year. 

KENSINGTON, CHELSEA & WESTMINSTER 
We had an excellent visit from Aberystwyth Ramblers and their French 
exchange partners Randonneurs from Brittany over 4 days.  An exchange has 
been offered by Aberystwyth.  Numbers on walks increased through more 
joint programmed walks and increased use of Walksfinder. The annual 
weekend away, this year in Worcester, was very successful.  



HAMMERSMITH, FULHAM AND WANDSWORTH 
We had 124 walks in the year, including county walks in Kent, Sussex, Essex, Surrey, and in London and 
outskirts, including the ever popular London Loop, Capital Ring and Green Chain. We ran a walk every 
day in the week leading up to Christmas 2016, including Christmas Day itself, and these were well 
attended. We enjoyed a surprise and impromptu invitation onto a former Royal Navy minesweeper 
moored on the Thames whilst on a walk from Leigh on Sea to Southend. 

NORTH EAST 
LONDON 
We continued to 
provide weekly 
walks throughout 
the year, advertised 
on the website. 
Membership is 
largely stable and, 
for the second year, 
we have not 
requested any 
financial support. 



CAPITAL WALKERS 
We have creative leaders who offered themed walks to encourage 
more participation, including Parks in the Dark walks and a DoDo walk - 
Dover to Dorking in 12 monthly sections. A dedicated bunch walked the 
London Loop, with a baton pass, and we’re doing Lights Along the River 
in several sections from Tower Bridge to Richmond.  Teri Moore, the 
last founding member, stood down as Chair, but leaves the group in 
good hands, with a hard working dedicated committee. 

HAMPSTEAD 
We offered 90 walks in the year, ranging from less than 4 to more than 18 
miles, and as far afield as Bedwyn on the Berks/Wilts border and Banbury on 
the Oxon/Northants border. We also organised 3 holidays  - a party of 14 
enjoyed a 4-night New Year break in Manchester, 20 spent 4 nights before 
Easter at the HF Holidays centre at Selworthy, and 23 walked sections of 
Hadrian's Wall during a 5-night stay in Carlisle in July. 

The Ramblers Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no SC 039799) 


